
    ITRITRITRITR        Laboratories Canada Inc.Laboratories Canada Inc.Laboratories Canada Inc.Laboratories Canada Inc.    
Winter 2008Winter 2008Winter 2008Winter 2008    

Respiratory Safety Pharmacology Studies in Rats Respiratory Safety Pharmacology Studies in Rats Respiratory Safety Pharmacology Studies in Rats Respiratory Safety Pharmacology Studies in Rats 

ININ  FOCUSFOCUS  

The purpose of the safety pharmacology core battery is to investigate the effects of the test article on vital 
organ systems such as the cardiovascular, respiratory and central nervous systems. For many years now, 
ITR has been conducting studies aimed at evaluating the effects of test substances on the cardiovascular 
and central nervous systems; however, studies aimed at evaluating the effects of test substances on the 
respiratory system had not been fully developed. A few months ago, ITR invested in a new NOTOCORD 
respiratory system. The new NOTOCORD System for respiratory data acquisition is comprised of several 
pieces of equipment, including the VivoMetrics LifeShirts with wireless transmitters and receivers for the 
measurement of pulmonary parameters in freely moving large animals by telemetry, and Buxco’s head-out 
plethysmography chambers, for the measurement of pulmonary parameters in rats.  The overall system 
and its collection of raw data will be controlled by NOTOCORD Software, Version 4.2, which also analyzes 
the raw data and can export data into MS Excel.  The validation of the new NOTOCORD respiratory      
system was initiated in November, 2007. The Operational Qualification test scripts and Performance   
Qualification studies were conducted in February, 2008, and the validation of the system is expected to be 
completed by the end of Q1, 2008. 

ITR is proud to announce the completion of the 
most recent expansion of its pharmacy           
laboratories bringing the total capacity of the     
Department to 1300 square feet.  The expansion 
has been designed purposely to meet and exceed 
North American standards. 
 

With this expansion completed, we have added the 
capacity necessary to accommodate a higher    
volume of work going forward and thus to support 
the increasing needs of our expanding client base. 
 
This expansion will also allow us to execute a wide 
range of formulations.  We are committed to      
continuing to deliver high quality product through a 
highly qualified personnel that counts 2 members 
with a Ph.D, 4 with MSc and 7 BSc. 
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Provantis is now deployed throughout our Laboratories starting in January 08.  Toxicology, Clinical          
Pathology and Pathology data are now being captured using Provantis for several studies in parallel with 
ITR’s original data capture system, allowing ITR staff to perfect their training on the use of the software 
while completing the review of the Validation deliverables.  
 
We continue to work closely with Instem, the software developer, to ensure operational release of the     
Dispense and Microscopic pathology modules during Q2, 2008.   The first Toxicology Study Reports       
produced with Provantis will be completed in April, 2008.  

Primates available for immediate study start 
• ITR is pleased to announce that it has purchased a colony of 36 (18 +18) cynomolgus monkeys to        

facilitate rapid study starts for clients with urgent timelines.  The monkeys arrived at ITR on January 24 
and are now fully acclimated and available for use.  Utilisation of these primates will cut lead time from the 
current 8 weeks to 2 weeks from signing.  The colony will be restored to 36 monkeys each time animals 
are transferred to a study.  Please contact our marketing group if you have an interest in primate studies. 

New staff at ITR 
As part of our ongoing expansion and consolidation ITR is pleased to introduce the latest members of our 
senior staff: 
• Violetta Dimitriadou, Ph.D. (Technical Director, General Toxicology) joined ITR in January 2008 and is 

responsible for the animal technical staff.  Previously, she worked as an Associate Professor of Pharmacy 
at the University René Descartes (Paris, France) and for the last 10 years in preclinical drug development 
with various Canadian Biotechnology companies where she was in charge of R&D and Preclinical        
Development of new chemical entities. Violetta holds a Ph.D. in Neuroscience obtained in the University 
of Pierre and Marie Curie (Paris, France) and 2 years as a post-doc at Tufts University (Boston, MA) in 
the Department of Neuropharmacology.  Violetta is associated with more than 100 scientific publications 
and presentations. 

• William Lee, B.Sc. (Senior Toxicologist, Study Director) has recently returned to ITR (Jan 2008).  He 
brings over 17 years of experience in preclinical product safety evaluation with emphasis on inhalation 
toxicology studies.  He has performed numerous studies from acute to subchronic (rodent, dog, monkey) 
to carcinogenicity (rodent) as well as juvenile studies in rodent and dog.  He has also presented posters 
pertaining to inhalation toxicology at the American Association for Aerosol Research as well as at SOT 
over the last decade.  William is presently studying for his board certification in toxicology (DABT). 

• Marie-Pierre Racine (Manager, General Toxicology) joined ITR in January 2008 to manage one of our   
animal technical teams.  She has a DEC in Animal Health and has gained extensive experience in CROs 
over the past 19 years.  She has in depth knowledge of different study types in various species, with     
particular experience in infusion studies. 

ITR at SOT in Seattle 
• ITR will be attending the 47th SOT meeting in Seattle, Washington on March 16-20.   We will be       

exhibiting in the trade show, ToxExpo, in Booth 2237 and will have all our Marketing group, the three   
Scientific Directors and our Senior Vice President in attendance.  We look forward to seeing you there.  If 
you would like to make an appointment to discuss ongoing or future work with the marketing staff or our 
scientists please do not hesitate to contact your account manager or any of our marketing group. 


